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Preface 
 
In Indonesia, English is learnt as a foreign language which is 
mostly learnt at schools through English teachers’ instructions in the 
classrooms. In the classrooms (from secondary education to tertiary 
education), the Indonesian learners of English are required to master 
four language macro skills i.e. speaking, listening, writing, as well as 
reading since they are the key to a successful communication both in 
spoken and written discourses. Among the macro skills, many learners 
put the first priority to learn speaking. As Richards (2008) states, a 
large percentage of the world’s language learners study English in 
order to develop proficiency in speaking. However, mastering this 
skill is not as easy how it is imagined. Many learners encounter 
problems regarding the micro skills within speaking. A research 
reported by Andi.K and Arafah.B. (2017) indicates that the major 
problem encountered by the Indonesian learners of English about 
speaking skills is the limited linguistic resources e.g. bad 
pronunciation, limited vocabulary, and bad grammar, which causes 
them unable to speak English effectively. 
The research report is also proven by some facts we have seen for 
all these years teaching English at some universities in Indonesia. 
Most Indonesian learners of English give the first priority to rapid 
their speech without noticing the articulatory precision of the sound 
they make such as vowel and consonant sounds are not correctly 
made, stress is not properly placed on a certain word’s syllable, 
intonation pattern is imprecisely used, and words in utterances are 
spoken without clear-cut borderlines between them. Consequently, all 
the articulatory imprecisions have made unnatural speech (bad 
pronunciation) which cause native English speakers encounter 
problems in interpreting their utterances. We need to make the 
learners realize that bad pronunciation finally not only contribute 
negative effects to their speaking skills, but also negatively interfere 
with native listeners’ comprehension because they are not familiar to 
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the sounds the learners make when speaking. Be aware of that the fact 
that many learners of English have been through difficult 
communications, embarrassing situations or even get low scores at 
speaking tests due to bad pronunciation. Therefore, having correct 
pronunciation is important because it can lead to more efficient 
communication and consequently better speaking outcomes. Of 
course, it doesn’t mean to sound like a native speaker but at least the 
learners should try as much as they can to reduce their accent, to use 
proper intonation in sentences, to pronounce words clearly and 
correctly in order to have more natural sounds in conversations. 
The reality shows that many Indonesian learners of English 
devote their sustained efforts to learn and to improve their 
pronunciation by using audio or video recordings of native speakers of 
English, but it may not be effective enough because words are 
occasionally pronounced very quickly, and some words may contain a 
lot of unfamiliar sounds. So it becomes very hard for the learners to 
reproduce the correct pronunciation just by listening to the recordings. 
Concerning the fact, we really believe that phonetics can be used as a 
shortcut to better pronunciation. This reason has strongly motivated us 
to write and publish this work. Through this book, readers will have 
the discussions on the following sections: 
a. The importance of phonetics for learning English pronunciation. 
b. The use of phonetics as a background knowledge to produce 
English segmental sounds correctly. 
c. The problems generally encountered by the Indonesian learners of 
English producing English sounds both consonant and vowel 
sounds 
d. The use of various articulators such as lips, tongue, soft palate to 
learn the articulation of individual consonant and vowel sounds 
and to combination the sounds to form words in English. 
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e.  The existence of suprasegmental sounds e.g. stress, intonation,   
and juncture to assist the learners with recognition and 
understanding concerning how to place stress and intonation 
patterns correctly. 
All sections discussed in this book are expected to assist 
Indonesian learners of English with more natural sound production 
when speaking English since phonetics makes them aware of the 
different sounds that English makes use of. Hence, in pronouncing 
English words, Indonesian learners of English must have a good 
phonetic understanding and be familiar not only with places of 
articulation, but also with manner of articulation. As Lanpher (2011) 
claims that the knowledge of phonetics makes English language 
learners to have a command over the sounds of English speech. We 
are fully aware that many of the issues we raise, in this book, are only 
briefly discussed. Even so, what has been presented at least can be 
used as a fairly basic knowledge to see the importance of this 
discipline to be learnt by English language learners and teachers. 
 
Makassar/ February 12, 2018 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 
GATEWAY TO AN UNDERSTANDING OF PHONETICS AND 
PHONOLOGY 
As the first step towards understanding of the role of phonetics 
and phonology in teaching and learning English, the most fundamental 
thing to understand is to have a look at the relationship between 
language and linguistics since the concepts of phonetics and 
phonology are actually sourced from language and linguistics. 
 
1. Language and Linguistics 
When we talk about language, then we have to understand first 
what language is. A very simple question but it requires a good 
understanding to provide a precise answer. When this question is 
addressed to Indonesian students majoring in English language 
education, oftentimes the following different answers are found such 
as: 
a. Language is a communication tool. 
b. Language is a symbol of sounds system produced by human 
speech organs. 
c. Language is a collection of words that have meaning, and so 
on. 
An understanding of language as exemplified in the definitions is 
mostly inspired by the definition of language by linguists. Many 
definitions of language have been proposed e.g. Anca Sirbu (2015) a 
Romanian language scholar, states that language is essentially a means 
of communication among the members of a society. Bernard Bloch 
and George L. Trager (1942), the American linguists were of the 
opinion that a language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by 
means of which a social group cooperates. Henry Sweet (as cited in 
Harry.R, 1996) stated that language is the expression of ideas by 
means of speech-sounds combined into words. Words are combined 
into sentences, this combination answering to that of ideas into 
thoughts. Unfortunately, the definitions of the linguists are only 
entirelry memorized without making efforts to understand the points, 
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that the students can only memorize the texts but do not understand 
the contents (the essential aspects of the definitions). Therefore, the 
definitions still need further explanations to adequately understand the 
concept of language. 
The language concept outlined in this book, is not fully referring 
to the pre-existing definitions put forward by the linguists, but also 
referring to the authors’ personal understanding as language teachers 
and researchers for the last fifteen years. It is expected that the concept 
of language in this work can complement pre-existing definitions that 
teachers and language learners not only memorize the definitions of 
language, but also understand the essential aspects regarding  
language. According to the authors, language is one of communication 
tools used by humans to demonstrate skills to communicate with each 
other and the communication skills are formed by knowledge of 
sounds, words, phrases and sentences, meaning, as well as culture. 
From this definition, we can find two key words i.e. one of 
communication tools, and knowledge of the language. These are 
described as follows: 
a. Language as a tool to communicate 
To understand this, we firstly should know the definition of 
communication. According to Crane, et al. (1981), 
communication is a process in which information is 
transmitted from a source-the sender-to a goal-the receiver. 
Communication generally takes place in five steps (Crene, et al 
1981:3-4): 
1. Encoding the information into a symbolic system. All 
communication uses signals or symbols. If a person wants 
to transmit the information ‘I am thirsty’, he must first put 
the information into the symbolic system of language-in 
this case, English. 
2. Selecting a mode of communication. Next, he may choose 
to verbalize this message, as opposed to writing it or 
miming it. 
3. Delivering the symbols through a medium. A medium is 
the physical basis for communication, for example light, 
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air, or ink. In this case, the medium is the air which 
conveys sound waves of a verbalized message. 
4. Perceptual processing of the symbols by the receiver. If a 
communication is to occur, a receiver must perceive the 
symbols; the receiver must see or hear or feel the symbols 
sent. In this example, the humans’ ears receive the sound 
waves. 
5. Decoding the symbols to obtain the information. Even if 
the receiver perceives the symbols, nothing is 
communicated unless the receiver is able to decode the 
message contained in the sound waves. One assumes that 
receiver knows the individual words and grammar of the 
language, and thus comprehends the message. 
In short, communication can be defined as the process of 
conveying a message from a sender to a receiver by using 
symbols. Thus, communication has three forming components, 
namely the sender of the message (speakers or writers), the 
message (topics) and the recipient (listeners or readers). 
Basically, humans communicate by using two means of 
communication, they are language and signs. 
The use of both means of communication can be found in 
our daily lives. The use of language as a tool to communicate 
is implemented in two ways i.e. in verbal (spoken) and in 
writing (written). When we watch a talk show on television, 
we can clearly see how the language as a tool of 
communication used for communicating a message is sent 
from the sender to the receiver by using verbal utterances, 
there are topics to discuss as the messages communicated, and 
involve both speakers as the senders and listeners as the 
receivers. Similarly when we read an article in a daily 
newspaper, the process of communication in written form is 
clearly visible; the article’s author as the sender of the 
message, a text which contains news as the message conveyed 
by the author, and readers who received the written message.  
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In addition to using language to communicate, humans 
also communicate by using signs such as symbols, sound, 
light, and so on. Communication using signs can also be found 
in  our daily lives. When we were driving on the highway, we 
could see a sign for a message posted by the transportation and 
police department. For example, traffic signs and traffic lights 
(also called red light). When the red light is on, then all car 
drivers and motorcyclists stop, though no one is yelling ‘Stop’. 
It happens because they all understand that the red light 
conveys a message to stop. Another example, on one occasion 
a man was traveling out of town by taking a public transport 
(in the place where we belong, the public transport is called 
'Panter'). When the driver of the car would precede another car 
right ahead, he first flashed away twice, then lit the right turn 
signal. After that, the car at the front pulled out on the left as 
the driver deeply understands the messages communicated 
from behind that the driver of the public transport asked him to 
pull out because he wanted to overtake. After overtaking, the 
driver honked twice to express gratitude. 
 
b. Language as a form of knowledge to communicate 
Humans’ ability to communicate using a language is shaped by 
knowledge of sounds, words, phrases and sentences, meaning 
and cultural aspects of the language. Knowledge of language 
sounds is associated with a person's ability to pronounce the 
sounds’ system in a specific language correctly so that his 
speech is intelligible. Fromkin and Rodman (1983) asserted 
that knowledge of the sound patterns of a language includes 
knowing which sounds may start a word end a word, and 
follow each other. In addition, knowledge of words is 
associated with a person's ability to form word and to use 
words appropriately in accordance with the words’ context. In 
this regard, Nation (2001) is of the opinion that knowledge of 
words has three significant aspects i.e. form, meaning, and use. 
The form of a word involves its pronunciation (spoken form), 
spelling (written form), and any word parts that make up this 
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particular item (such as a prefix, root, and suffix). An example 
for word parts can been seen with the word uncommunicative, 
where the prefix un- means negative or opposite, communicate 
is the root word, and -ive is a suffix denoting that someone or 
something is able to do something. Here, they all go together 
to refer to someone or something that is not able to 
communicate, hence uncommunicative. Besides, meaning 
encompasses the way that form and meaning work together, in 
other words, the concept and what items it refers to, and the 
associations that come to mind when people think about a 
specific word or expression. In terms of Use, Nation noted that 
use involves the grammatical functions of the word or phrase, 
collocations that normally go with it, and finally any 
constraints on its use, in terms of frequency, level, and so 
forth. Knowledge of phrases and sentences is related to a 
person's knowledge to form phrases and sentences from his 
pre-existing words in accordance with their rules of formation. 
According to Fromkin and Rodman (1983), knowledge of a 
language enables someone to combine words to form phrases 
and phrases to form sentences which means being able to 
produce new sentences never spoken before and to understand 
sentences never heard before. Besides, knowledge of meaning 
is associated with a person's ability to formulate and interpret 
meanings of sentences in their context. While knowledge of 
culture is associated with a person's ability to use language 
appropriately according to the culture in which the language is 
used. 
Once we understand the concept of language, another thing 
should be known is the concept of linguistics. Some linguists have 
proposed the definition of linguistics. Fromkin (2001:8) stated that 
linguistics is the study of language structure or form, focuses on the 
system of rules followed by the speakers (or hearers) of a language. It 
consists of morphology, phonology, phonetics, and syntax. In 
addition, Lyon (2002) asserts that linguistics can be broadly broken 
into three subfields of study i.e. language in context, language 
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meaning, and language form. Language in context includes: language 
acquisition, neurolinguistics, psycholingustics, sociolinguistics, 
historical linguistics, and evolutionary linguistics. The study of 
language meaning is concerned with how languages employ logical 
structure and real-world references to convey, to process and to assign 
meaning, as well as to manage and resolve ambiguity. The study of 
language structure or form, focuses on the system of rules followed by 
the speakers (or hearers) of a language. It consists of morphology, 
phonology, phonetics, and syntax. In context of this work, linguistics 
is defined as the study of language which scientifically focuses on 
exploring all components of language e.g. the component of sounds, 
words, phrases and sentences, meaning and culture in the language. 
The study of sounds of language gives birth to scientific studies called 
phonetics and phonology, the study of words gives birth to a study 
called morphology, the study of the phrases and sentences gives birth 
to a scientific study called syntax, a study of meaning in language 
gives birth to a study called semantic, and studies on how language is 
used according to its cultural aspect gives birth to a study called 
pragmatics. Thus, linguistics includes the study of language 
components i.e. phonetics and phonology, morphology, syntax, 
semantics, and pragmatics. 
From the descriptions of language and linguistics, then it can be 
known clearly that phonetics and phonology are in the area of 
language study (linguistics), which examines the sounds of language. 
Phonetics mainly focuses on the study of language sounds 
identification and sounds formation (what sounds exist in languages, 
how and where the sounds are produced in the languages). Ladefoged, 
P (1975) states that phonetics is concerned with the speech sound that 
occur in languages of the world. It makes effort to know what the 
sounds are, how they fall into patterns, and how they change in 
different circumstances. While phonology focused on how the 
language sounds work together to form a series intelligible sound 
patterns. According to Lass, R. (1984), phonology is concerned with 
the functions, behavior, and organization of sounds in the sense of 
morphology, syntax, and semantics. 
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2. The Area of Phonetics, Phonology and Pronunciation 
When we talk about learning phonetics and phonology, many 
Indonesian learners of English thought that thing they will study is 
pronunciation. Some even thought that learning phonetics and 
phonology means to learn pronunciation skills of English language 
correctly. In fact, phonetics, phonology and pronunciation are 
different things. Therefore, explanations of the differences between 
phonetics, phonology and pronunciation must be presented that the 
learners do not have the erroneous perception of the terms. As 
described earlier that phonetics and phonology are the branch of a 
scientific study which specifically examines sounds in languages. On 
the other hand, pronunciation is one of language skills. Basically, 
language skills consist of three types, namely; productive skills, 
receptive skills as well as productive plus receptive skills. To clarify 
the position of pronunciation, it’s good to briefly describe about those 
skills. 
a. Productive skills 
Receptive Skills can generally be understood as the language 
skills that produce language outputs e.i. speaking skills and 
writing skills. Speaking skills give rise to an output in the form of 
speech, while writing skills give rise to a product in the form of 
text. 
b. Receptive skills 
Receptive skills refer to language skills which receive the 
language outputs i.e. listening skills and reading skills. Listening 
skills receive speech as the output of speaking skills, while 
reading skills receive texts as the product of writing skills. 
Listening skills bring about comprehension of speech, while 
reading skills bring about comprehension of texts. 
c. Productive plus receptive skills 
Productive plus receptive skills are language skills developed due 
to the combination of productive and receptive skills i.e. 
interpreting skills and translating skills. They require bilingual 
skills which enable someone to receive and to produce speech and 
texts in two different languages. For example, an American 
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businessman comes to Indonesia to invest. Then, he meet an 
Indonesian businessman as his an investment partner. 
Unfortunately they both have different language background and 
find problems in their business communication. In such a 
situation, they need someone with interpreting skills who are good 
at communicating in both English and Indonesian. Such a person 
is called an interpreter. The interpreter is on duty to facilitate 
communication between the American and the Indonesian. For 
example, the Indonesian starts their business communication by 
saying ‘apa yang dapat saya bantu’. The interpreter immediately 
functions his receptive skills to process the message. As soon as 
the interpreter understands the Indonesian’s question, he then 
functions his productive skills by saying ‘What can I do for you 
sir?’ to the American. The communication between the American 
and the Indonesia takes place with the help of an interpreter who 
is very good at productive (speaking) and receptive skills 
(listening) in both English and Indonesian. 
Among the three language skills, it turns out that pronunciation is 
one of micro skills of speaking skills. Speaking can be defines as a 
communication skill to convey messages verbally in which such a  
skill is formed by at least five micro skills, among others: 
pronunciation (a skill in pronouncing words and sentences correctly in 
accordance with pronunciation patterns of a certain language), 
vocabulary (the ability to master and to use vocabulary correctly in 
accordance with the appropriate meaning and context), grammar (the 
ability to construct sentences in accordance with the rules of 
constructing the sentence in a certain language), coherence (the ability 
to set up sentences whose meanings are systematically organized so 
that interlocutors find them easy to understand), fluency ( the ability to 
perform a certain speech rate delivery in speaking which might be  
fast, medium, or, slow depending on a speaker’s speaking habit in 
native or foreign language). Thus, it is clear that the pronunciation is 
in the area of language skills, while phonetics and phonology that are 
in the area of linguistics. 
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3. Phonetics and Pronunciation 
In this section, the authors give a description of the relationship 
between phonetics and pronunciation in terms of language teaching 
and language learning perspectives. First of all, we must understand 
that as learners decide to learn English, speaking skill is the most 
preferred one among the others. As Richards (2008) states that a large 
percentage of the world’s language learners study English in order to 
develop proficiency in speaking. Most learners of English regard 
English speaking skill as the measure of mastering English. How good 
their English is depends on how good their pronunciation is. If we 
meet two Indonesian learners of English who have the same level of 
English, They both speak English. One speaks with proper English 
pronunciation, but another does not, which one has good English, we 
think? Obviously, we think the one with better pronunciation. Many 
Indonesian learners of English think that having good grammar and a 
large number of vocabularies is more than enough to be good English 
speakers but it is a huge mistake. They have to take for granted that 
having good pronunciation is too important to be ignored. We have 
seen and heard of people who have been through difficult 
communications, embarrassing situations or even students who got a 
low score at speaking tests due to poor pronunciation. 
The facts obviously indicate the important role of pronunciation 
in teaching and learning English. We can say sentences with varied 
vocabulary and perfect grammar, but will still not be able to convey 
our messages effectively because we mispronounce words or use 
incorrect intonations when speaking. In a nutshell, correct 
pronunciation leads to more efficient communication and 
consequently better speaking outcomes. In this regard, Milene (2015) 
asserts that learners of English don’t necessarily need to sound like a 
native speaker but they should try as much as they can to reduce their 
accent, use proper intonation in sentences, pronounce words clearly 
and correctly in order to have more fluid conversations. Besides, it is 
also important to highlight that bad pronunciation not only affects a 
speaker’s speaking skills, but also interfere with a native listener’s 
comprehension in communications because he/she tends to recognize 
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familiar sounds. With regards to this assumption, a story was found on 
a website: https://easypronunciation.com/en/. The story is about a 
foreign student coming to the UK to study law. During passport 
control, an airport employee asks him about the purpose of his visit. 
And the student answers: ‘To study love.’ That's how he thought ‘law 
(/lʌv/)’ is pronounced in English. Such misunderstandings can happen 
when people learn English and ignore the importance of having good 
pronunciation. 
 
Source: https://easypronunciation.com/en/ 
Figure 1. Misunderstanding due to bad pronunciation 
 
Here is another story about miscommunication because of bad 
pronunciation. An Indonesian learner of English was having a 
conversation with his American friend. They were talking about 
collapsed buildings along the way to the beach. The American asked: 
‘What happened to those buildings’. The Indonesian then answered: 
‘There was an event two months ago’. The Indonesian has the 
pronunciation of the word event like this /ˈēvən/ in which the bold 
syllable is articulated longer (wrong stress). Of course, the American 
found it difficult to understand the sentence while asking: ‘What, can 
you say that again?, I don’t understand’. This happens because the 
native English speaker is only familiar to the correct pronunciation of 
the word ‘event’ like /əˈvent/ in which the bold syllable is articulated 
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longer (correct stress). In the situation, the native English speaker fails 
to gain comprehension of the non native speaker’s sentence due to 
placing stress incorrectly in the word  ‘event’. What the native 
speakers hear is the word ‘even’ since the primary stress in this word 
is placed in the syllable /ˈē/. Therefore, when a learner of English 
starts learning the language, the first step is to learn how to pronounce 
the sounds and words of this language correctly. It is probably a hard 
thing to do. According to Geikhman, Y.(2017), learning to pronounce 
English words correctly can be one of the hardest parts of learning 
English because the English language has some sounds that the other 
languages might not, so learners of English will have to learn how to 
make completely new sounds. 
Many Indonesian learners of English devote their sustained efforts 
to learn and to improve their pronunciation by using audio or video 
recordings of native speakers of English, but it may not be effective 
enough because words are occasionally pronounced very quickly, and 
some words may contain a lot of unfamiliar sounds. So it becomes 
very hard for the learners to reproduce the correct pronunciation just 
by listening to the recordings. Fortunately, learning phonetics can be 
used as a shortcut to better pronunciation. Through phonetics, the 
learners may learn about the underlying principles of speech sounds 
articulations that they become more aware of articulating the sounds in 
everyday life. Besides, phonetics also helps the learners to learn how 
to use the various articulators such as lips, tongue, and soft palate to 
learn how to articulate individual sounds and to combine the sounds to 
form words and sentences in English. In short, phonetics provides 
instruments to learn pronunciation effectively such as speech 
articulators (e.g. mouth, tongue, teeth, lips, etc), types of segmental 
sounds (e.g. consonants and vowels), and types of suprasegmental 
sounds (e.g. stress, intonation, and juncture). 
In teaching pronunciation perspective, phonetics shows the 
learners how to articulate the symbols used to represent each speech 
sound for English which enable them to use the symbols included in 
English dictionaries to help their own pronunciation of new English 
words e.g. minimal pair words’ sounds like sleep and slip. According 
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to the words transcriptions, the speech sound of sleep is symbolized 
with /slip/, while slip is symbolized with /slɪp/. Through learning 
phonetics, the learners will be able to recognize how to pronounce the 
symbols differently (/i/ is articulated longer and /I/ is articulated 
shorter), which makes it easier for them to pronounce the words 
correctly. Knowing how to articulate phonetic symbols correctly 
certainly gives rise to the ability to understand and to use the alphabets 
of the International Phonetic Association (IPA), commonly used by 
publishers in English dictionaries and English language course books. 
This definitely facilitates the learners to read the transcriptions 
provided and helps them to avoid confusions with similar sounds from 
their first language as well as helping them to produce different 
sounds of English; this in turn boosts the learners’ confidence while 
trying to speak English. That is why phonetics is a very important tool 
to learn and to teach English as a foreign language in Indonesia. 
However, the pronunciation aspect of English is often ignored in 
English classrooms, leaving the learners almost deaf to the sounds 
from English as an additional language for them. 
Apart from learning to articulate the speech sounds correctly, 
another important thing about phonetics which is frequently 
overlooked in English learning and teaching is the suprasegmental 
aspects i.e. stress, intonation as well as juncture. Either learners or 
teachers often forget that those things carry meaning, and indicate 
speakers’ feelings and emotions. As Indonesian learners of English 
start learning English as a foreign language, they tend to transfer the 
intonation habits from Indonesian into English. According to Pallawa 
(2013), teaching English sounds to Indonesian students creates many 
problems, one of which is the constant interference of the native 
language systems of the students on that of the target language. They 
tend to forget that when they use inappropriate intonation and stress, it 
can lead to misunderstanding and even complete communication 
breakdown between participants from two different language 
backgrounds. Here again, phonetics comes in handy. Phonetics also 
describes stress and intonation to help the learners to recognize, to 
understand and to place stress and intonation patterns correctly. Once 
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a phonetically trained learner (one who has learnt phonetics and 
practiced sound speech productions by using the  underlying 
principles of speech sounds articulations) understands how stress and 
intonation should work in pronunciation, they can use this knowledge 
not only to improve pronunciation skill while speaking, but also to 
avoid communication breakdown in social interactions. 
All in all, learning phonetics will help Indonesian learners of 
English sound more natural when speaking English because phonetics 
makes them aware of the different sounds that English makes use of. 
For example, when they should pronounce the word ‘they’, they 
would pronounce /ðeɪ/ but not /dei/. This is because they already know 
that ‘th’ is commonly interdental sound /ð/ (the tip of the tongue is 
placed between the teeth), but is not alveolar /d/ (the tip or blade of  
the tongue is placed against the alveolar ridge: hard ridge behind the 
upper teeth). So, every time the learners have to pronounce words 
containing ‘th’, they will be aware of using interdental sound but not 
alveolar such as ‘then’ /ðɛn/, ‘there’ /ðɛr/, ‘mother’ /ˈmʌðər/, etc. 
Hence, in pronouncing English words, Indonesian learners of English 
must have a good phonetic understanding and be familiar not only 
with places of articulation in English such as: bilabial, labiodental, 
dental, alveolar, palatal, velar, etc, but also with manner of  
articulation such as stop, fricative, affricative, nasal, and liquid. With 
respect to this, Lanpher (2011) asserts that the knowledge of phonetics 
and phonology make English language learners to have a command 
over the sounds of English speech. 
 
4. Phonology and Pronunciation 
In tertiary education like colleges or universities, phonetics does 
not exist alone. It has to work together with other subjects (e.g. 
phonology) to see how it comes in useful. From applied linguistics’ 
perspective (applied linguistics refers to activities which involve 
solving some language-related problems), phonetics should be 
employed together with phonology especially to learn and to teach 
(how language sounds work in communication e.g. pronunciation). 
Phonetics shares data for phonology. Both disciplines are very closely 
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related to each other because it is almost impossible to understand 
phonology without having deep knowledge of phonetics. In other 
words, phonetics ‘feeds’ phonology with data (e.g. types of speech 
sounds) to make it ‘alive’ in exploring sound relationships and 
patterns in English language. Therefore, it is also said that 
pronunciation is phonology in action. In short, phonetics has done its 
job to describe the way English sounds are made, classified, and how 
they are represented in symbols. Next, phonology needs to use the 
results of the job to describe how the sounds function and change in 
forming meaning of English language. As Jarrah (2012) states that 
phonology refers to the patterns of phonetic elements used in the 
phonological forms of meaningful entities of a language. How the 
sounds function to form meaningful entities in a language is reflected 
through pronunciation. 
As for many Indonesian learners of English, English is deemed as 
a very difficult language. When they begin learning the language, they 
have to face hard reality that English language is not written 
phonetically just like Indonesian and some English sounds do not exist 
in Indonesian e.g. interdental sounds /θ/ (voiceless) and /ð/ (voiced) 
related to pronouncing ‘th’. Since these two sounds do not exist in 
Indonesian, it is extremely difficult for the learners of English to 
pronounce th. In their effort to pronounce both sounds, they tend to 
replace /θ/ and /ð/ sounds with alveolar sound /d/ e.g. the word ‘they’ 
is pronounced /dei/ in  stead  of  /ðeɪ/.  Another  example, a  word like 
‘cook’ is pronounced /cuk/ by some Indonesians instead of /kʊk/ this 
is because in Indonesian, letter ‘c’ still represents phoneme /c/. These 
cause listening comprehension and pronunciation problems. In 
connection to this fact, Townshend, L (2014) contends that non-native 
speakers come from a linguistic background composed of many 
different sound patterns and may not naturally be able to handle 
English phonology quite as well. This usually happens because a 
specific sound that a learner cannot produce does not exist in their 
native language. If a particular phoneme doesn’t exist in a learner’s 
native language, the learner may actually struggle to hear that sound, 
let alone reproduce it accurately. In addition, English has many rules 
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that govern how words are pronounced, but there are sometimes a few 
exceptions where some particular rules cannot be applied. Many 
learners make effort to improve their pronunciation by using good 
dictionaries which always give the pronunciation of the words in the 
phonetic scripts. However, the phonetic scripts still give problem to 
them since they are not very familiar to reading the phonetics symbols 
and it is absolutely difficult for the students to have significant 
progress in their pronunciation skills if they have to learn each word’s 
pronunciation through dictionary. This is where phonology comes in 
handy to bridge the gap between theoretical study of phonology and 
learning English pronunciation skill, in which knowledge of 
phonology may be used as a technique to learn English pronunciation 
effectively. 
In teaching English pronunciation, phonology should be 
employed to help the learners to be familiar with the following items: 
a. Sound productions by using speech organs 
There are at least two ways that can be used to draw the 
learners’ attention to learn how to produce English sounds i.e. 
Firstly, to show the learners how to form English sounds by using 
their speech organs such as mouth, nose and throat. The parts that 
produce speech sounds are referred to as the articulators. These 
include the upper and lower lips, the teeth, the tongue, the larynx, 
the pharynx, the hard and soft palates and the, called the alveolar 
ridge (uneven tissue positioned behind the top teeth). This way 
will lead the learners to use their speech organs in producing 
sounds of English that they exactly know what to do to produce 
natural and intelligible sounds of English. Secondly, to provide 
opportunities to the learners to practice the muscle of their speech 
organs by pronouncing English words related to the sounds 
already learnt. From doing this, the learners are expected to 
understand two things i.e. the learners understand that 
pronunciation is a motor skill that needs regular practice and they 
understand the principles of phonology as they are applied to 
produce correct English sounds when communicating in real 
contexts. In a nutshell, before the learners learn about producing 
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speech sounds of English, they should familiarize themselves with 
the various places within the mouth and throat that are responsible 
for the production of the English sounds and recognize the 
importance of using their articulators appropriately to produce 
natural sounds of English. 
 
b. Producing segmental sounds (consonants and vowels) 
After being familiar with the articulators, the learners then 
need to study in detail the nature of individual sounds of English 
by splitting them into two categories i.e. consonants and vowels. 
According to Smolcic, E (n.d.), the individual sounds of a 
language, typically composed of consonants and vowels, are 
referred to collectively as the segmental sounds. On this point, 
there is one important thing to keep in mind that consonants and 
vowel are not letters but sounds instead (Alison, 2015). Learning 
phonology not only enable the learners to know to produce 
consonants and vowels sounds correctly, but also enable them to 
know types of sounds exist in English but not in Indonesian (e.g. 
approximants, syllabic consonants, voiced and voiceless  
consonant, etc.) Knowing these, the learners can focus their 
attention on practicing the existing sounds of English to improve 
their pronunciation skills. In this regard, Alison (2015) points out 
underlying principles of producing both consonants and vowels of 
English. 
- Producing consonant sounds. 
Saying consonant sounds involves constricting airflow in 
different locations in our mouth by: briefly stopping then 
releasing the air (‘p’, ‘b’, ‘t’, ‘d’, ‘k’, ‘g’), diverting the 
airflow and associated resonance to our nose (‘m’, ‘n’, ‘ng’), 
squeezing the air through a narrow space (‘th’ as in ‘thin’, ‘th’ 
as in ‘then’, ‘f’, ‘v’, ‘s’, ‘z’, ‘sh’, ‘zh’ as in ‘vision’, ‘h’, and in 
posh dialects, ‘wh’), combining stopping then squeezing (‘ch’, 
‘j’), or narrowing the vocal tract (‘w’, ‘y’, ‘r’, ‘l’). 
- Producing vowel sounds 
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Vowels are sounds produced with the mouth fairly open, and 
differ by mouth shape, for example ‘ee’ is a high front vowel 
and ‘o’ as in ‘got’ is a low back vowel. Besides, some vowels, 
like the ‘a’ in ‘cat’ and the ‘i’ in ‘big’, are said with the mouth 
in the same position from start to finish (monophthongs). In 
addition, some vowels, like the ‘ay’ in ‘paper’ and the ‘I’ in 
‘hi’, move from one mouth position to another (diphthongs) 
and so on. 
 
c. Producing suprasegmental sounds (stress, intonation, length, 
juncture) 
Furthermore, phonology is not always about producing 
consonants and vowels of English correctly, but also about 
placing stress, pitch and intonation correctly. Danny (2012) 
claims that stress, pitch, and intonation are very important to learn 
in English since they give different color to the words uttered. For 
instance, in conversation, to form question, it is not always 
necessarily required in form of question. For instance ‘so, you are 
leaving?’ The learner skills in placing stress, pitch, and intonation 
correctly will make their English sound more natural and 
intelligible. Therefore, the learners need to learn how to use the 
suprasegmental sounds correctly because incorrectly placing the 
sounds will change the class of the words or it will even change 
their meanings e.g. the word ‘event’, if this word is given primary 
stress to the first syllable /e/ ‘e-vent) which is normally 
pronounced longer, native speakers of English will catch the word 
‘event’ as ‘even’ (this has changed the word meaning) since the 
word ‘even’ is the one that should be pronounce by placing 
primary stress on the syllable -e- while in the word ‘event’, the 
stress must be placed on the second syllable –vent- e’vent). 
 
d. Producing connected sounds (Assimilation and Elision) 
We probably have ever watched a western movie without 
English sub-title, and find it very difficult to understand what the 
actors of the movie say in their dialogues, but when we re-watch 
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the same movie with English sub-title where we can see all 
spoken sentences in their written form, we have no trouble 
comprehending the actors’ dialogues. Why is that? Apparently, 
the reason is that speech is a series of continuous sounds uttered 
without pause from one word to the other words. This is how 
native English speakers commonly speak. They articulate speech 
to their audience with maximal speech movement rather than 
maximal speech clarity. Consequently, certain sounds are left out, 
and certain phonemes linked together which form another 
phoneme. These phonological phenomena have made 
comprehension rather difficult to get for non native speakers of 
English. Therefore, the learners not only need to know the types 
of sounds, how the sounds are correctly produced, but also need 
to know how the sounds are connected and change in their usage 
for communication because they are all useful to develop the 
learners pronunciation skills and comprehension. 
When a string of sounds are connected together in rapid speech, 
assimilation sometimes occurs. Assimilation can be defined as a 
change in a particular sound because it is influenced by the 
environment or the situation near the sound. According to Roach 
(2009) assimilation is what happens to a sound when it is 
influenced by one of its neighbors. For example ‘handbag’ is 
often pronounced [ˈhæmbæɡ]. Another example is the word ‘this’ 
has the sound /s/ at the end if it is pronounced on its own, but 
when followed by /ʃ/ in a word such as ‘shop’ it often changes 
(due to assimilation) to /ʃ/, giving the pronunciation [ðiʃʃɒp]. In a 
sentence, assimilation can be exemplified as in ‘do’t be silly’ 
[doʊnt bi ˈsɪli], through assimilation, the /n/ and /t/ are assimilated 
to /m/ by the following /b/, consequently, the sentence is 
pronounced [doʊm bi ˈsɪli]. Assimilation as one of phonological 
items is very useful to the learners. The benefit of assimilation is 
that it reduces tongue movement, allowing for quicker and more 
efficient connected speech which give impact upon the speakers’ 
fluency (Richardson, n.d.). Besides, Elision is another 
phenomenon of phonology regarding connected speech in English 
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. According to Dalton & Seidlhofer (1994), elision occurs when ‘a 
consonant or vowel which would be present in a carefully 
pronounced version of the word or phrase is left out and it occurs 
as a result of a reduction in effort when speaking quickly and is 
therefore graded depending on speed and formality. For example 
/t/ omission in the sentence ‘I Don’t Know’. This sentence is 
normally pronounced /aɪˌ dəʊnt ˈnəʊ/, but due to elision, it 
becomes /aɪ ˌdəʊˈnəʊ/. Raising student's awareness of these forms 
(assimilation and elision), whenever they arise, is the first step 
towards helping your learners to speak a little more naturally. 
Even if they do not assimilate these forms at first, ‘...in many 
cases, the simple awareness of their existence can help 
enormously in enabling students to better understand the language 
they hear.’ (Kelly, 2000). 
By knowing the aforementioned features of phonology, 
Indonesian learners of English are expected able to minimize their 
errors in pronouncing English words because errors in English 
pronunciation not only cause poor English of the learners, but also 
lead to misunderstanding in communication. Jarrah (2012) categorizes 
errors in pronunciation into two types i.e. allophonic and phonological 
errors. When, for instance, the word 'pat' is perceived as 'bat' by the 
listener, the error is phonological, this type of error can cause 
misunderstanding among interlocutors. In addition, when the word 
'milk' is pronounced with the clear /l/ instead of the dark one, the word 
can still be perceived correctly and the error is allophonic. Such an 
error is deemed as a small error since the redundancy embedded in the 
context makes it possible for listeners to amend what they hear. 
